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© > To he Worſhipful my ck Honoured Friend, 

Colonel" Richard Goulſton; 

a i TD wt QoEn © a 

_ WIDDIAL-HALL Eſq; 

"One of his Majeſty's Depury-Licutenants & Juſtices 
of Peace for the County of 


ER TFORD. 
Honoured Sir, _. = 
' Had no long Debate within my ſelf, whoſe Name 1 
ould borrow to Patronize ths Diſcourſe, when I con- 
ſidered it had been delivered mn Two Great and Judicious Aus 
ditories, one of the Honourable Inns of , Courts, and the 
mo#t Ancient and Learned Univerſity of the Nation : My 
Thoughts prefently faſined upon Colonel Goulfton: (4 Per- 
ſon who hath ſuckt much Excellent Learning from the 
Breafir of - beth Univerſities, and been refined and poliſh: 
ed by an Inns of Court Education) as the beſt qualified to  ' 
4 dome ſuch an Honour : And though it ſeems little leſs than 2 
a Libelling your Judgment, to publiſh my Hopes of its own: 
mg ſo Mean and Sorry a Pamphlet, yet I have preſumed to - © * 
give you the Trouble of this Addreſs, not from any Opinion " "_y 
I have of the Value of What Tpreſent to you; but becauſe 
E.. H the. ”- 
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F the Honour, and Happineſs, of ſome Jears Neighbourhood. _ 


and Converſation, have given me a more than, ordinary 4. 
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ſurance, that your "Candor and Charity will be ready to « 
"Pardon the Faults, and Wmbrage the many Imperfeftions - 
of it. Co 22s Wa 
4 Were I inclin'd to put: off the Divine, and put on the 
Courtier, 1 could (as ſome have done-in Addreſlts of this- 
Nature) croſs the Seas, and Rifle Foreign: Countries, for- 
DiamMonDps & RvBIEs, to SET. #, and.enrich your 


Name, and Exalt and Imbell;ſh your Virtues with High 


and ſtrained Hyperboles : But my own plain and honest 
Temper hath made me a- faithful Friend to Truth, and-an © 
inveterate Enemy to Paint and Varniſh; nor do Thereſo 
much prefend to draw a curious nga _F Virtnes; as 
to give you a rude Draught of my grateful Reſentments of 


thoſe many Neighbourly Kindneſſes you have heaped upon, 


. } 


| Honovred Sir, 


PAY Novemb. | Your mot Faithful 3 
5, 2Þe 1682, and HumbleServant, 
en KR. Neville. 


Preached 


Before; both the Honourable Society 


OF 


- LINCOLNs- INN, 


And the Univerſity at 
Great OO Oy > HURCH 


Hebr, 3. part ofthe 15th Verſe. TOT 


| Harden Not Your Hearts, -_. 
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Jo we are in the Lad of a ckilkil Arti- 5 
ficer, that of the knottieſt and ovaion 
Timber, can make Beams and Rafrers for his.Q 
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7 Houſe, that can ſquare the Marble: and Flint, as - * 
| well as the Free-ſtone : And though the Sunſhine of 
Divine Grace can melt and thaw the Ice, ofthe moſt 
Fe. congealed hardned Heart; and God can turn men 
( extempare into..Saints by his Omnipotent. Convag- 
NJ cing-Spirit': yer if we obſerve the more Ordinary 
FP Courſe of God's Proceedings, we ſhall find'that ' 
| there is a Peculiar 'Temper of Mind, which .is moſt 
il agreeable ro the receiving .of Chriſt ; which thoſe 
| . that are Owners of,are ſaid to be iubere iis my 


* "ic Bacineiay 75 es, Fit or difpoſed for the King- 
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| dom of God : They mult have that peculiar 
Temper, wherein the Golpel will take. roar, anq 
proſper, namely, an Humble, Flexible and Sof 
* Heb, Heart : whereas: on the other fide; there js 
þ 3:12. * AN EVIL HEART OF UNBELIEF, and * 4 
Wo, 9% prozopart Mind: and'* 4 HARD HEART, 


I3.Y. 
| » Heb, *HARDENED THROUGH THE DECEITFULNESS 


3-13. OF SIN, againſt which St. Paul gives us this 
neceſſiry Caution here in my Text, ſaying, #12pzx 
NOT TOUR HEARTS. LEI EN. 
-— From which words I {hall endeavour to ſhew 
you theſe Four things: __; .- ©. 5 \ 
Firſt, How and when, Man Hardens his own 
Heart. | | 

: Secondly, How, and when God, without any 
impeachment ra his Juſtice, may be faid to Har- 
den the Heart.” | HE nd Rt” 


Thirdly, What are the Properties of a Hard: 


. TY 


"A | Jy FA FE, ba og "IS Þ9 ar COOK db - bo 123 5M , 
"Pd; » Whar means we may avoid. 4G” : 
Hardneſs, this Obduration, And ITE”: * 


Firſt, 1 ſhall ſhew you, How, and When, Mari 
Hardens his own Heare : Forthe more: perſectdiſ: 
 covery. whereof I muſt goquaine you wg Jaces 
forts of Hardneſs : : 3 44.25 $4 


Firſt, AMNacural Hardnch the Hardaefs of our. 
Natural Inclination, which was Born, with us. , 
Secondly, A \ Ee Hardneſs, A Hargnes 
vired by our own: Reſolutions and Endeavours. 
Nird , A Penal, A Judicial Hardaefs. ; 


_ Firſt, A Natural HardneG, or the Hardneſs of _ I 
our 'Narural Inclination, which was Bom with iis; - {i 
. Phyſicians tell us of a diſeaſe. \the 8 

| Womb into a Hard Stone ; and the Story:in:Crolku 
of- Aiboredior 3 A Child of: a perfe& ſtony Subſtance, 
i aſſerted by others : and ſuch Children are we 
by Nature, Children of a perfect tony-Sybſtance, 
ſtony Hearts; There grows A hard Pearl in the 
Underſtanding, the Eye of Qur Souls, _— cakes: 
us almoſt Blind. - 
-- The Soul of the Mardud mew | is "hw ified boy 
ruths by | 
e of his 


Obduracion, that it meaſures all Divine 
the Seandard of Senſe and Reaſon: : -The: ; 
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\'The- Wil) of a ineer Natiizal man' *(& kilbre' 
—_ of God Emancipates' and ers it free, 


a 


ho makes; capable -of any good imprefſion)) is obſti- 


nate,:and- impenetrable: We. may as ealily pierce . 
a Rock, ox difſolye a Flins,; as prevail uponit; when 
"ris oye own with that Cruſt of Natural "Hard. 6 
neſs,, which oftentimes is improved and increa- | 
ſed by the Addition of 2 Voluntary and Ac urn - 6 
Hardneſs; which brings me © he Second kit . 
of Hardneſs; Snlb&y,. ES. 

'Sdcondly, A Voluntary 'Hatdhely, 'A Hardadlt' acs 
ning} by our own Reſolutions and Endeavours ; 
A Wilful Hardneſs,  when-:men have wilfully'per 


- ſiſtedinlong continued Habits of manyins; vw il 
(like gravel after lorig) continuance'in the! Bladder) 
' Cake into'a Stone, and make their hearts hard ind 


obdurate: ''F hey. have:enſlaved? themſelves by # 
ro Habic of Obduration; they are boredthroagh- 
che Ear; /and: are. reſohvedly bent. not. 20- things 

their: ;Servile and. Slaviſh: condition. -: | 


' +2./The Cords. of Sin, with which they have bb bound 


chemlelves, are of their own twiſting,: and thoſe 
Cotdsaretwiſted into ſo-ſtrong a Habi;orhar wy 
are not eaſily broken ;- and when:men have broughe 

themſelves into theſe Circumſtances, they arg al- 


moſt under a fatal :/Neteffiry-of committing ' Shiv: . 


CE 1 do not believe ( faith a I Reverend Author 
ſen's Sermon that God hath Predeflinated any. nan "to ulhiey | 
on Heb, 3. Butby a long Courſe-of -Wilful Sins, ws ay. 
"ia _ is (in 4 _— Predeſtmate tt Gy ; 
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LE .qnd-c Conti tobe bud men uy the hae _ 
the Hiſtorian! Extravagantly ſaith: Cato was Verenoldy 11,” ol 
(*) BECAUSE HE COULD' NOT: BE OTHER: \y16,;, ® 
, WISE bein bound in the chajns of their own.pick-. ah C- 
"edneſs,nay Do ks Sampſon, not, ionly bownd by thoſe pla mw 2 
Jufts. obich they have embraced, bit \like'b; ife;' ro el Te 
of all thei ſtrength, whereby they ſhould break: loofe. Parere:',..  ® 
thoſe 'Bonds.. "And. this brings meto rh his gy i FS 


_ 


Le. On | 


in the. 121 of St. pn eog 19446 rho vr eee 


COULD NOT BELIEVE,  EEALISE THAT 1SAAH + 
SAID, HE HATH BLINDED .THEIR: EYES, .AND- 
HARDNED THEIR- HEARTS ,, THAT. THEY 
SHOULD: NOT. SEE WITH THEIR EYES;'*N © 


UNDERSTAND. WITH THEIR: HEARTS, AND' BE 
CONVERTED. Iris as St. Aurziſtin obſerves: (*) Prev 
(a) SIN- IS BOTH. THE PUNISHMENT &e 1106 of Pe 
CAUSE OF SIN, which happens when'the. "* « Hogs 
 . Soul is fo gysf] fead. I the: Contagion Pecrats.:” 
of Sin, that" M®Spjgitual food corruprs within'its, 
whith God perceivingywirhdraws the wholſom food-- 
of hisGrace he did befote: allow ic; He wich-holds. 
-thoſt Beams which before kept the-heart ſoft, and; 
Fine, and thereby it is congeaedand g > Yo Thos: 
£5 juſtly provoked withdraws ( | 
Yeaye $ US fac Loeb rhough Sa temp 
to Obdr prin od nor'Sarai ,g 
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berithels wy AG} bough nd he aheicdaſt- 
| os "Thar .tliey may live. angh nia 

_ eternally :- and that a time may bewlicn'* "THERE 

WILL REMAIN NO MORE: RHIGn, * ve 16146 

FOR.SIN, but Sinners are' Sea HT 

J tion, when God in Juſtice ſtrikes" bebo 3d; As 

—- would. not live, and. cotiſtens thern <6 mindbioh + 

i DEE. who! were before reſolved to Damn oY 

- And St. Baſil hath aſſerted Gads Fuſtict'm this Caſe 

4 wS: i 3 F i 141 Frog. OR ; God EW 'be "bar, ls, 

Me 3p wt th Author of Bit: Bir Bat By GY. 

1 ANS. ow { CHOICE, ne Originally” and "ai b2 | 

Dy NY: God, or by any "Pofirive: AS®. T, pazipiot; 

of Go upon bim ; ;of which he gives us alively as," 

. mſtance m Pharaoh whom God found chardned; F- 24 
not make him. So. And, if you read the. ory,” and. 
obſerve the method 'of Gods Proceedi ith 

: Pharaoh, you, ſhall: find Exod, 8,1 $+-3 SP 

. ra0b HARDNED HIS OWN aa "Ang "whe n 
after ſo many miraculous Judgments, He was not 
teformed, then cis {aid, in a new ſtile, Exod.g. 10.6 
10.27: That the LORD HARDNED PHARAOHS 
HEART-:" But.there is one. Objection, that. leems 
to interfete with this Doctrine, which I muſt re- 
moye, and then Ile ſhake hands with this Parti= 

Zeullir. - | 

-:-"Fhe OBJECTION is THIS. 1 HOY 29... 
Did rot God tell RANG at ve 6 heh we , 
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tion, 'thas he would: Harden hit? Did not God | © 
lay to:Mojes, Exodog.-21. DO ALL THE: WONS 
-» DERS BEFORE. BHAR@4H,, WHICH I HAVE- PUT 
**. INTO: THENtE -. HAND,. BUT F, WILL HARDEN © 
HIS' HEART, THAT, HE SHALL NOT LET THE-- 
PEOPLE GO: Now. thele words:of God, 1 WILL. 
HARDEN HIS HEART, are recorded, before. we 
have. any news of Pharaoh's Hardning. himſelf,” 
To.which I Anſwer, ot Oe: 


|" Thar Gods foretelling ſo. early, that he woulg*_  ; 
I + -Harden Bbarab's, hear, is no argument, that he. 
b- would do it immediately, and without any Deme%, 7 
rit of Pharaoh's ; but that God, forcſeeing and fore- *l 
knowing, that Pharaoh would lay the firſt ftone of 
his Qbduration, and firft harden birnſelF. faid here: 
upon, 7 WILL HARDEN HIS. HEART : Now. that” God 
foreſaw Pharaoh's hardning himſelf is clear and 
evident from Exod .3. 19. AND.I AM SURE THAT THE 
KING OF EGYPT WILL NOT LET TOW GO, NO NOT BY 
AMIGHTY HAND : So thar ft you carefully peruſe 
the Hiſtory of Pharaoh's life - and actions, you will 
find that God did not Harden: him, till he had 
hardned himſelf fix times againſt Gods heavy Judg- 
ments: Which was a notable Example:of Gods 
dealings with an Obdurate Sinner, that hath filled 
up the meaſure of his Sins, keeping him.alive;-but 
without Grace, without Repentance. AN 2 
SECONDLY, God: may be ſaid to harden'men_ 
(without: any impeachment to-his Juſtice). by pre- 
 4fenting FE + fo, which Sinners,through their awey 
© nate Corruption, makeinſtrumencal to their Qb-- 
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Font of every thing-:: He ſucks poyſon from that; = 
which was deſigned as an Antidote for him : Tor -. "Y 


duration ; but this "can refle&t no diſhonour up- 
on God, nor blemiſh his * Juſtice, becauſe theſe RF 
occaſions are not defigned by God to DECOY. ©» 3 
| any. into. Sin, but are good in themſelves: Light, 2 
_ (though good and pleaſant. in it ſelf) yet. it hurts 4 
Sore Eyes : Whar is there ſo good, that!/obdurate = 7 
Sinners will- not abule ? | _— 
» Pharaoh was Hardned by Miracles, by which a= 
' nother-man's Heart' would have been mollified: 


{the Hardned Sinner (like the Spider) ſucks poyſon + . ©? 


this purpoſe 'tis laid Jer. 6. 21. 1 WILL LAY STUM-. 
BLING BLOCKS BEFORE'THIS PEOPLE, that 1s, ſuch 
Occaſions: and Providences, as- through their own 
wilfull obdurateneſs are- a means- to ruin them :: 
It, being Ordinary in Scripture fo yay an AF to- 
God, m. Suk he gives the Occaſion; An Exams; 
le: of this may be Shimeys Curling David, which 
E told Abiſhai in 2 Sam. 16..11. that the Lord bid bim _— 
do: But how did the Lord: bid him? He gave- E 
him no.outward Command, neither did he move _ 
him to it-by "any..internal impulle ; for, it God- 
had done either, He had. been the Author of Shimet's 
Curſing, and Shime; had been blamelels: What o- = 
ther meaning ther can thele words (THE LoRD:HUDh +, © 
&SIDDEN HIM) be capable of buthis 2\namely, that'' _ ©,» 


” 


ſee David, in that. ABigion ho "28 &* 4 the. ms = 
verſe, md with a ſmall retinge- = fiyidg from his Son 
Abſalom , his Guards aboiit- thim being then. ſo 
ſmall and jinconſiderable, that Shimei thought, he. 
might fafely vomit. ont his rancour, and fury, a4 
ainſt him : ' In all which, and the like; aCtions, God.” 
erogates nothing from his Juſtice; theſe Qcca-" 
ſions,” which God: Pteſents, being in hee: 
harmleſs, though wicked men abuſe them. 

. And. this may ſuffice for the Second thing Th v wa _ IE © 
to ſhew you ; namely How and When Godt oy T 
out any impeachment. tQ his yune, ef 'be ſaidÞ 
to Harden the Heart. 

;* *'T Proceed now to ſhew you, 
- THIRDLY, What are the Properties of a Hard 
Heart : and the FIRST Property of a Hard Heart 
Is. this , that ir doth not yield to any means of 

ace; ' For, 

Firſt, It cannot be prevailed upon by the word 
of God, which is a Powerful Agent; the Preach- 
er thar 1] peaks to obdurate Sinners, {| caksto Rocks, 
rather than Men, the Earth will if ooNner cremble 
than' they ; OT 


Mllis Robur & 4s triplex circa petit, + 


- Their Hearts are ſo guarded with the Armour” 
of Obduration, that the Word of God, thoug| 

be a ewo-edged Sword, cannot enter into thems | 
Though God hath ordained a Fun&ion of. men, 


L by w whom he _ bean them ; an” he 3 - rl 
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REES: Coo Of ry 
"  rtheit Meſſages, -and;Nodrines,: with ſuch Tetrors, 7 
.as makes'rHe very | Devils tremble, and joyns-his _* 
holy Spirie too, ſends: him./in; rongues of Fire, char 
he alſo may preach to them ;. and fright them with © 
more ' flame; yet Hardned Sinners break theſe E. 
Strengths, 'and vanquilh all the Arts and Scrivings 
- of the Almighty ; and though Gods Ambaſſadours 
-Aaſh Hell fire againſt their Vices, in torrents of 
| Scripture threatuings and Comminations, they con- 
| ro themſelves no hore, chan they would arthe © Þ 
Y + ſtory of anew.cruption of Zima or. Peſyviue; their 
_ SIP Jearts are turned 1nto- Stone, into. pure Mine and 
WH” Quarry; and thereupon ſuch, as Preach to them, I 
may be ſaid. to be. ,danmati ad Hetalla,. (that. old 7 
Roman Puniſhment) condemned. like flaves to dig 4 
in theſe Mines and Quarries : So that as Cato Cen- 
farius paved the Courts of Judicature with. ſharp 
ſtones, 'that men might not delight in Law-ſuits, 
So the Courts of the Lords Houle are often paved 
wich Hard Hearts, that the Preacher. might be 
diſcouraged from Preaching, . There is ſo much 
Ice in mens hearts, there hath been: ſo long a _win-- 
ter in their”affections, - which are- Thill and dull 
to all. goodnels; that the word of God; 7 + 
which#s ſaid ro. be * A FIRE, cannot . * 797% 
thaw or melt them : Andzasa hard heart © 
cathot 'be prevailed upon byythe::word/'of God; 
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God: from Chinics 
-dbes hinder the = 


grace; and receives the gra ; 
.**:Z#þ, 10, and * DOES DESPIGHT TO THE SPIRIT 


29. OF GKACE, and abules, and * THANS _ 
* Fude."4. THE GRACE OF GOD INTO WANTONNESS, a 

© It was ſtrange that Chriſt when he was upon - 
Flank Converted {6 few ; the Evangeliſt wonder iy 
*at_it, Jobr 12. 37. THOUGH HE HAD DONE $0 .. A Cy * 
"NY. MIR ACLES AMONG THEM, YET THEY BELIEV 
"NOT" IN HIM. BUT he ſatisfies the wonder,and giv "I 
- ;the- reaſon of it our of the Prophet T/aiah, pegs 2B Y4 
*FORP THEY COULD NOT BELIEVE, "BECAUSE THEIR te 
HEARTS WERE HARDNED: Fheir Hardneſs was the * 
cauſe of their ſmall progreſs-in believing ; Engra- 
yers upon ſtone cannot rid much work ; theythar 
Point and Poliſh Diamonds, . uſe- much grinding to 
wear away alittle uneyennels. And then - 
* *Eox2jpurs Thirdly, The hard heart will notbe 
Te avtoy T1 wrought upon by the mercy of God; 
pexpFpuis God's Mercy.to Pharaoh hardned his 
xai Ty Tis 7. Heart, * HE HARDNED, HIM BY HIS 
Kwpics ava- * MERCY AND FORBEAR ANCE BY RESPI- 
Bonn. TING HIS PUNISHMENT faith St. Baſil. 

| The Hardned Sinner ſhrowds' AiSics under _ 
wings of Gods mercy ; He makes Gods metcy his. 
Protection in Sin : Accuftomed dangers eſcaped 
harden the Sinner oftentimes to a Stupidity > "The 
ruder Marriners, that have weathered out ſeverab - 
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© Catiline, being W - 
committed on thoſe, whom Sylla had proſcribed, and*”' 25 
eſcaping the condemnation, under which others fell © 
for the lame_ Crimes; * DID FROM | 
THIS GROW MUCH WORSE: The 7 
Hardned Sinner COMMITS he Atrri- ; Fouts A. 
' butes of God, and (as it were). raiſes 196. 65 p67 EE 
a Conteſt and Diſpute between them, .ando all de- 
clarations of his furure. Juſtice, he oppoles/that God 
15 mercifull ; that ſatisfied with his own reQitude; 
he deſcends not to mark mens. follies; and thus 
he. baffles Gods Veracity with his Clemency,: and 
makes his long-luftering wear our the: ſenſe - of his 
Juſtice: How far ſuch foolith Collections'as theſe 
will preyail. to harden ' mens hearts,” the ' Wiſe M 
man tell us Eccles. 8. 11. BECAUSE SENTENCE <. 4 
AGAINST AN_ EVIL WORK IS NOT: SPEEDI- 4 
LY EXECUTED, THEREFORE THE HEAKTS OF 
THE SONS OF MEN ARE FULLY SET IN THEM 
TO DO EVIL: Such is the hard-hearted Sinners 
miſery, that God cannot look friendly upon him, 
| Hutby his too much preſuming upon it he-ruines 
ZZ and undoes himſelf: Heavens fhining and ſmile- 
Ing hurts him more than its lowring ; the long- 
er the Hardned Sinner looks upon the Sun of Got | 
mercy he gathers the more ſpots, and impairsthe 
, beavty of his Soul : God-is forced to be a tyrant. 
to obdurate Sinners; He muſt be always whip- 2 
ing and {courging them; and till they are "0:4 - 
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|” - * remove hisrod: His taking away his plagues frome- 
EE _ would be. a greater. Plague to 'them. And. 
then #2 Fry ns 3 
 Fourthly, A Hard Heart cannot fometimes be 
wrought upon by Gods Judgments :' As Gods mer- 
cy cannot draw it, ſ{o- his Judgments cannot drive 
it from. Sin.. It is an inſenfate'unrelenting' Anvitto 
the heavieſt ftrokes of the Divine Vengeance -Ft 
does (like.the Roman Emperonr Caligula) £rifpird) 
thunder back againſt God, and-fhoer up 'a''fin,-'4 
provocation, againft Heaven, for every arrow. 
of. Judgment ſhot down- from Heaven :'k under- 
values Gods Power ; Hector's and Brayes bis Om- 
nipotence; it cottmues to affront God'to his face af. 
ter all his Judgments, as if he had waſted alt his 
'-  thuygerbolts, emptied. his Quiver, and broke bis. 
- Sword m the laſt. encounter, and were-like thoſe 
poor Animals, who | loſe. - their: ting in the firſt- 
waund they give. He that -Chould have feen- the 
Tragical iniquity we read: of, in«the City of: Lyons, 
abi, was {x viſted with the-Peſtitence, that the 


3 down one upon another, each being at once. both 
| | a Carkaſsand aGrave; He, I ſay that ſhould-have- 
4 ſeen this,. and obſerv'd. withal, that. the Souldiers- 
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kardned in ſin, as to 


Grace: - Secondly. - A . - - ' 
-- SECOND Property of a hard heart is this, that 
it hach-no Feeling -in-it, it is inſenlate; It js ob» 
ſerved: in the Body, that the reſt of the ſenſes may 
be diſtempered and loſt, without much impairin; 

che health of it, but only the Touch cannor, whic 

therefore is called rhe SENSE. of life becauſe thac 
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| Part, or Body, which is deprived of Feeling is alfe 
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at deaths door, and-hath no more life in it, than 
it hath reliques of this Senſe :. So is it alſo in 
Spiritual matters, of all other Symptoms, this of a 


hardned Senleſneſs is moſt G_— and as the. 
A 


Greek Phyſicians -are wont to ſay: of a deſperate 
diſeaſe, *O>ipiov ndpre Aizr, Very, very mortal: :A 
Man may not feel an aile and yer not be in health; 


and it is a good degree of health to know our 


diſeaſe, For if a Sinner grow once fo hard and 
ſenſeleſs, as that no Phyſick, no means, will work 
upon that Body of death, chat does encompaſs 
him,- Conclamatum eſt, We may. ring his Funeral 


knell ; for, though he be alive, and 1n this world, 
he is dead to all Grace and —_ FI there be. 


no remorſe, no grief, no diflike of fin, then woe 
be to us, this is deſcen/us Averni ; the loweſt ſay 


that leads to the Chambers of. death. 7 4 
I have read- that, near the: Ciry of Capena, lay" - ** 


a ſtone of great note, wings pon great droughts; 
the People would bring- into. che ( 
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ther: And thus much: for the Firſt Property at's 


hard heart, that it does not .yield to -any means of | 
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ſhowers -of rain would 
. would . be tenderly ſen 


| 1fible. of, and.- weep large 
ſhowers: of penetential tears for our fins; we mu; 
on the contrary, beg of God, to remove the ſtone 


out' of gur hearts, and-give: us a. ſoft -and render” 


heart, a heart of fleſh : And thus having deſcribed 
to.-you the Properties of a Hard Heart; it is high 
time I ſhould make uſe; of thoſe words of Hipocrates 
TFPITX ATHAOKEVHTD Tot MAAXYPATWY. EVE. ; Furniſh 
your ſelves with all the Softning Plaiſters you. can, 
which may either prevent, - or remove, this Obdu- 
ration : And clin me to. the Fourth thing I 
was-to ſhew you: And- that is, 


- Fourthly, By What means. we may avoid this | 


Hardneſs; And. | 
Firſt, If you would avoid- it, avoid-groſs Sins ; 
for they waſt the Conſcience, make. havock. of. 


grace, and render the heart hard and callous: 


When David cut off the lap of Saul's garment 'tis. 


faid, his-beart fmote him; but when he fell into thoſe, 


and Murder, it is not then. 


foul fins of Adultery 


faid, his Heart ſmote him, it grew hard upon: 


the commiſſion of thole groſs fins, till God dil- 
parchr the Prophet Nathan to him, to rouſe and: 
awake him. - As for Sins of Infirmity, which are 
ſins of a leſs and imperfe& Choice, ſome Paſſions 
blinding or corrupting the Judgment, they .are 
dies upon All; and, as the Schoolmen ſay, 
Posfibility of Sinning is included in the notion "of. 4 


Creature : But though all men are prone to Sing, . 
of Infirmty, and yer all mens Hearts are not ſo. Hard 
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Sins; they have nor ſuch vitiared- Palats;//as-tos . 
* be able - ro drink down the worſt:dregs and lees: 
of Vice : When Conſcience ſaith to any-perſon- this is, 
a Great Sin, Commit it- not , and yet in deſpite of Con- 
ſcience, and_ the Checks it gives him, he. mill ran on; 
Ic, is juſt with: Conſcience, (when-: its Counſel is, 
rejected) like Achitophel, ro ſtrange and ſtitfle it ſelf. 
And as we muſt abſtain from grols-Sins, ſo if we 
would avoid Hardneſs of Heart. | | 

' Secondly, We muſt be careful: not to harbour any 
the ſmalleſt Sin, with ſatisfaction and delight : By. 
giving way to little Sins, one after another, we are: 
prepared and diſpoſed for greater, andour ſtrongeſt 
Reſolutions againſt them are broken; ' for though. 
they be not ſnapt in ſunder at once,yet by this means 
they are ed by. degroch, and then. it is eafie to 
break them, one T hread after another: tis ſcarce. 
imaginable of what Strength and Vigour one Sinful 
Action (be it never ſuch a Dwarf in our Eyes) is, to: 
Procreat and beget more: for Sin is Prolifical and 
Fruicful; and, though there be no Blefſngannexr 
to it,yer ir does ſtrangly Encrxease & Myt:tieLY: 
"There are certain Kudiments andFirlt Wilkwance of - 
Vices,in whigh men are firſt enter'd, & they adyance  *} 
gradually to more groſs and heinous Crimes... | ;+;.,'. 
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 -- Our Saviour reproves the Phariſees in: the;Goſpely* | 
» becauſe they. would ſtrain at. Gnats, and Fiyatiow - 2 


Camels; bur yet it is true, that-men learn atlengths 
tolwallow Camels, by ſwallowing Gnats at firlh,.;/+. 8 
422. * Nemo repente. fuit twpiſsimus.. »Iu 
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P  * 2 No Sinner'is fo-adventurous; as-'t6': 
F greateſt Sins at firſt; the way by which/men 
up themſelves tothe committing groſs-and heinous 
Sins, is, by not making Conſcience of commirtins 

. leſs Sins; and yet, T' know not 5 


7 ©. ro dy oem - (fairh-Paulinusin St. Jerom) WHE-. 
= . como es aper dei.con-: *T' HER WE CAN: CALL ANY 
ner. 007 LITTLE, THAT IS COM: 
MITTED AGAINST GOD : Small Contemprs a- 
gainſt Great Princes are- accounted great Crimes ; 
for whar is wanting in the thing, 'is made up in the 
- Worthof thePerſon; How great a Sin then is the 
ſmalleſt Contempt of the Majeſty of God > To 
Which I may alſo add, that when a ſmall Sin comes 
by Deſign, andis Acted with Knowledge and Deli- 
beration, - the Malice of the Agent heightens the 
ſmallneſs of the AR, and makes up the Iniquity, . Ic 
is incrediblehow inſenſibly many.ſmall Sins heigh- | 
6 ten and inflame our Reckonings, andencreaſe our 
py Spiritual Hardneſs : Oh then that we would 
» * TAKE THESE LITTLE FOXES ;, 
7992 * that WE WOULD DASH THESE 


Remedy againſt Obduration, and that is; _ 

- Thirdly, To nip the forbidden Fruit of Sin in the 
3:8 Bud, before it grows into a Habit ; 16; maxime_ opor-. 
; 3 tet obſervare Peccatum ubi naſci ſolet, ſaith St. Jerom; 
4h Obſerve, and Kill Sin in its infancy; Cruſh this _ | 
Cockatrice in the Egg : The Tree, which wasin' 4 
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| Sf Sin murſt not be neglected; the firſt Bloſſoms of 

| Hhiquiry muſt be blown away; For Sinis of a grow- 

" mg; mulleiplying nature; there is uſually a Concate? 
nation of Vices ; 'one Devil brings ſeven.other De . 
vits ; One Sin makes a Bridge for more to come oF 
byer, like the Waves of the Sea, the End of the 2 

_ one is the Beginning of the other: If we'go with 

_ Si one Mile, 'it will competus-ro go with it ewain : 
&: will fivell ttke the Cloud Elijzh faw, from the Big. 
neſs of a Man's Hand, to fuch a vaſt Expanſion as 
will cover the Skie + No mandeſeonds/ ro the worſt 
at firſt, bur gradually; Step byStep ; - as Marriners _ 4 
ſetting fail, firſt loſe rhe ſigtic of the Shore, then of 73 
the Houſes; therr of rhe. Steeples, | then Monntains : 4 


— anttngh 


-  Few-or noneare fo hardned; and deſperate; at: 

firſt, as to leap into Hell: ' 4lipins, -in St. Anfim; who 

went only at firſt for Company, to thole bloody 
Spectacles of the Gladiators, came.atlaſt to applaud. 

* them: Weknow where we begin and ſer ourinSin, | 
F but we know not where we ſhall End, or take up; 
| asnomancan ſay, He will let in juſt ſo many Pal p- 
fuls of the Sea, and no more. Stwlta res eft Nequitie' = 
Modus, faith Seneca; *isa fookiſh, ridiculous thing for- - ,,*# 
** man to think to ſet borinds to himſelf in anything. 
that is had; or to hope to fin by Rules of Arr, Ks, | 
in Number, Weight and Meaſure. : Bo” 
Fourthly and Laſtly, It you would avoid this Hard-: - 
neſs, ule fervent and conſtant Prayer.. Lets im- | AN 
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7 EN {OG God to ey T read of our Wickedne(; : 
gt C- ' tharwe may not ſpig.icout efovhs alength: Lecus | 
5 ſue out 4 Divorce between us;and our Beloved Sing "bY 
- that Harden us. The Fire of Prayer muſt.never gs ""} 
out, if we expect that-ſuch Mexzal as  HarletRare, £4 
conſiſts of, ſhould ever be melted.by't.. DK. 
| Thoſe, who endeavour Chymically to- extract 
the Philoſopher s Stone, .rauſt never let. their Fire go + 
be out ; and (o thoſe, who would extract and oe 
=J Stone out of their Hearts, muſt never let the Fire of 
\_ their Devotion go out; this Fire (like thar of the - 
Veſtal Virgins at Rome) muſt be alway kept Burning. 
Now, that we may make an Experiments of this laſt 
Recipe of Prayer againſt Obduration, let -us: Begg 
-of God to take away theſe Hearts of Stone, from 
| withinus, andgive us Hearts of Fleſh, for his dear 
&--- - Son Jeſus Chriſt his fake; to whom, with the Fa- 
E-' * therand the Holy Ghoſt, beall Honour, Gnory, and 
_ Praiſe, both now and: for: ever. 
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